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STUDENT ASSEMBLES SABER-TOOTHED
TIGER SKELETON FOR UNIVERSITY
~iiSSOULA--

The million-year-old skeleton of a saber-toothed tiger has been assembled for the
University of Montana Department of Geology by John R. Horner, a junior in geology from
Shelby.

The skeleton will be on display in a glass case in the UM Science Complex.

The skeleton ,which was excavated from the Rancho LaBrea Tar Pits in Los Angeles,
Calif., is at the University on

permanent loan from the University of California at

Berkel~y.

Dr. Robert
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Fields,
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professor of geology, brought the skeleton to

supervised the mounting and assembling of the skeletal remains.
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Fields said "special

knowledge of the anatomy of the mammal and the orientation of the whole body to fit the
framework is necessary before the assembling process can begin."
He said Horner worked on the skeleton "on and off for a year."
Fields explained that the phenomenal number of skeletal remains of prehistoric
animals is found in these million-year-old tar pits because the area surrounding the
tar pits was once a watering hole for many huge mammals such as the wooly mammoth and
the mastodon.
"These mammals would become entrapped in the tar, which was like an extremely sticky
glue, and eventually die, ,, Fields said. Then the scavengers such as the saber-toothed
tiger would prey on the dying or dead animals and in turn would become entrapped by the
tar."
All complete skeletons from the Rancho La3rea Tar Pits are composites of several
animals of the same species, Fields said.
"No complete skeleton of an individual animal has been found because the huge mammals
caught in the tar would struggle and mix up the remains of the animals who had already
died in the pit," Fields explained.
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